China’s Government
How is public policy made?

-Media scrutiny, public opinion, party competition, and independent interest groups have little impact on policy-making.

-CCP is in charge of course, but….China’s unitary system is one of “fragmented authoritarianism” or “collectivist leadership” wherein a few people at the top (technocrats in the Politburo and Standing Committee) dictate policy. However, power has decentralized since Mao and “guanxi” (literally “connections” or “relationships”) plays a role in policy-making because the personal ties between people  the school, military, government, business, and family, etc. aid in cutting thru red tape in the bureaucracy or bolstering rigidity. Provincial and local governments have a lot more clout in the policy-making process than they did under Mao.
Soooo, The CCP exercises direct or indirect control over all government organizations and personnel. The PRC acts as the administrative agency  for enacting, implementing, and enforcing policies made by the party.

-China is a one party system with a handful of CCP approved democratic parties, which have no power (function as “loyal “non-opposition”).
REAL POWER is in the CCP
General Secretary is at the top…

presides over the Politburo and the Standing Committee; head of the CCP
Standing Committee:
9 members; most powerful political organization in China.

Politburo:
25 members: elected formally and secretly by the Central Committee

Central Committee:

370 members; directs party affairs when the National Party Congress (NOT to be cornfused with the National People’s Congress) is not in session
National Party Congress:

2100 “representatives”; meets 1 week every five years; mainly symbolic; just approves CCP policies and leadership appointments (does this sound like democratic centrism in Russia?); NOT a legislative check on CCP’s Executive leaders!...one might think of this organ as “window dressing”
Provincial, local, village governments and party organizations. 
